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1. Zechariah 4: 1-6
 ַהֹדֵּ֣בר ִ֑בּי ַו ְיִﬠי ֵ ֕ר ִני ְכּ ִ֖אישׁ ֲאֶשׁר־ֵי֥ﬠוֹר ִמְשָּׁנֽתוֹ׃Nַוָ֕יָּשׁב ַהַמְּלָ֖א
The angel who talked with me came back and woke me as a man is wakened from sleep.
ַו ֣יּ ֹאֶמר ֵאַ֔לי ָ֥מה ַאָ֖תּה ֹרֶ֑אה ויאמר ]ָוֹאַ֡מר[ ָר ִ֣איִתי ׀ ְוִה ֵ֣נּה ְמנוַֹר֩ת ָזָ֨הב ֻכָּ֜לּהּ ְוֻגָ֣לּהּ ַﬠל־ר ֹאָ֗שׁהּ ְוִשְׁבָ֤ﬠה ֵנֹרֶ֙תיָ֙ה ָﬠֶ֔ליָה ִשְׁבָ֤ﬠה
ְוִשְׁבָﬠ֙ה ֽמוָּצ֔קוֹת ַלֵנּ ֖רוֹת ֲאֶ֥שׁר ַﬠל־ר ֹא ָ ֽשׁהּ׃
He said to me, “What do you see?” And I answered, “I see a lampstand all of gold, with a bowl
above it. The lamps on it are seven in number, and the lamps above it have seven pipes;
וְּשׁ ַ֥נ ִים ֵזי ִ֖תים ָﬠֶ֑ליָה ֶאָח֙ד ִמי ִ֣מין ַהֻגָּ֔לּה ְוֶאָ֖חד ַﬠל־ְשׂמ ֹא ָ ֽלהּ׃
and by it are two olive trees, one on the right of the bowl and one on its left.”
 ַהֹדֵּ֥בר ִ֖בּי ֵלאֹ֑מר ָמה־ֵ֖אֶלּה ֲאֹד ִֽני׃Nָוַ֙אַﬠ ֙ן ָֽוֹאַ֔מר ֶאל־ַהַמְּלָ֛א
I, in turn, asked the angel who talked with me, “What do those things mean, my lord?”
 ַהֹדֵּ֥בר ִבּ ֙י ַו ֣יּ ֹאֶמר ֵאַ֔לי ֲה֥לוֹא ָי ַ֖דְﬠָתּ ָמה־ֵ֣הָמּה ֵ֑אֶלּה ָוֹאַ֖מר ֥ל ֹא ֲאֹד ִֽני׃Nַ֠וַיַּﬠן ַהַמְּלָ֞א
“Do you not know what those things mean?” asked the angel who talked with me; and I said,
“No, my lord.”
ַוַ֜יַּﬠן ַו ֤יּ ֹאֶמר ֵאַל ֙י ֵלאֹ֔מר ֶ֚זה ְדַּבר־ ְיהָ֔וה ֶאל־ְזֻרָבֶּ֖בל ֵלאֹ֑מר ֤ל ֹא ְבַ֙ח ִי֙ל ְו ֣ל ֹא ְבֹ֔כַח ִ֣כּי ִאם־ְבּרוִּ֔חי ָאַ֖מר ְיה ָ֥וה ְצָבֽאוֹת׃
Then he explained to me as follows: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by
might, nor by power, but by My spirit—said the LORD of Hosts.

2. From Mordecai Kaplan’s diary, Thursday, December 24, 1942
The contribution which Judaism has made and should continue to make to democracy and the
American way of life is best summarized in the motto enunciated by the prophet Zachariah
[4:6]. “Not by might nor by power but by my Spirit saith the Lord of Hosts” and to add the
supplement of Hillel’s famous summary of Judaism, “The rest is commentary, go and learn.”

The importance of Zachariah’s motto is that it furnishes the key to that inner freedom without
which democracy is merely a hollow form. “Not by might nor by power but by my spirit” sets
forth the mental attitude which is a prerequisite to the building of a world on the foundations of
peace. Before we can have democracy in action, we must will it. That calls for a sense of values
which are certain to direct our will toward democracy and impel us to live by it and give our all
in defense of it[, which] is that implied in the prophet’s motto: Not by might nor by power &c.
…
If democracy is to function as the soul of the American way of life, and if that way of life is to
become a means to self-fulfillment for every American, the sense of values which measure the
highest good not by might or power but by justice and mercy must be incorporated in an
American system of law and the process of education.

3. From Judaism Faces the Twentieth Century: A Biography of Mordecai Kaplan by Mel
Scult:
Kaplan’s first congregation, The Jewish Center, was Orthodox. Seating was separate though
equal and there was never any question of altering the synagogue ritual to include women. The
major question of the day was women’s right to vote. Kaplan advocated the emancipation of
women. In his preaching, he went beyond mere support of the vote which he took for granted
but did not argue for changing any rituals to include women. In the fall of 1918, he took the
occasion of the Sidra (Torah portion) “Haye Sarah” to deal with the issue of women’s
rights. Preparing the way for the sermon, the center journal published the following question
during that week: “Shall the Emancipation of women be merely a duplication of men?” On
Shabbat morning Kaplan pulled no punches when he said that, “Judaism of the Galuth
[Diaspora] has said nothing and done nothing to lay claim to any share in the Emancipation of
women.” The major religions, moreover, always lagged behind when it came to movements for
social betterment. He asserted that, “the movement to emancipate women was nothing more
than the logical extension of democracy.”

